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Stories for Children 


A collection of over 40 short stories anc 
poems under one cover. 

On the front cover can be seen two chil- 
dren at crossroads. They have turned thei: 
faces back on the path that leads to Death 
and have chosen as their destination, Life 
and happiness. 

This picture illustrates the purpose of 
the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the right 
course. 


88 pages 35 cents postpaid 


Bereaved 


Dear People in the Truth, 
I am sorry to be some late in renewing 
my Subscription on the Mrecippo MESSAGE. 
My husband passed away last part of 
September so I have had my hands full. I 
surely do not want to miss getting the 
MEGIDDO MESSAGE. 
Thank you for sending it on. 
Toppenish, Wash. Mrs. G. A. Curfman 


The Work of Conversion 


Dear Sister, 

Maranatha! Surely the days are hurrying 
toward the Day of The Lord. More and 
more the spirit of unrest shows the time of 
trouble will soon be upon the nations. Only 
he that is in the “Strong Tower” will be 
fortunate enough to escape all the misery 
and trouble that will break upon the seas 
of people. Only he that is found written 
in the Book will fare well in that Day. 

In this short fleeting time, much work of 
conversion can be accomplished. Impatience 
can be converted to patience; murmuring 
and complaining to unity of the Spirit; 
pride and haughtiness to humility, and so 
on if, or on the condition that we are will- 
ing to follow the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth. 

Sayreville, N. J. 


Thankful For God’s Mercy 


A letter from Bro. R. L. Coburn of Horn- 
beck, La., tells of a most serious accident 
which he sustained on Sept. 8, and from 
which he is now convalescing. 

A truck loaded with several tons of 
stumps for chemicals and pulp wood, a 
highway curve. .., a sweeping thunder- 
storm. .., low visibility... , a crash. When 
consciousness returned hours later in a 
hospital, he found himself badly injured, 
face, head and body. He writes: 

“T had to praise the Lord for so great 
a deliverance. Many people have remarked, 
and firmly acknowledged the hand of the 
Lord was definitely with me. As if pre- 
arranged, almost the first person to reach 
the accident was a Doctor from Oakdale, 
La., some fifty miles away. He had gotten 
me out of the wreck and was about to 
put me in his car to carry me to a hospital, 
as I was bleeding so badly and crushed so, 
he did not think that I would live, when a 
registered nurse drove up and _ stopped. 
She assisted him with first aid and what 
he could do with what he had. But to think, 
wreck so utterly destroying the car that 
I was in, only by the power of God, did 
I come out of it alive! 

Still IT thank the Lord that I am as 
well off as I am. For I feel that He has 
some definite reason for this, and since He 
has seen me through this far, I can fully 
trust Him to carry me the rest of the way. 

Very sincerely your brother in Christ, 

Hornbeck, La. R. L. C— 


S. L. W. 
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The Trumpet Of The Lord vs 
Slumber Songs 


S WE OFTEN remark, God does not ask us to 
serve Him without promising us joy in the coming 
morn, that “far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory.” All that He asks us to do are things which 
benefit ourselves, and bring us future rewards, and not 
for His glory or aggrandizement. He has been enjoying 
glory through an eternity in the past in His worlds 
without number, in which every knee bows to Him and 
every tongue sings to His praise. He can get along with- 
out us but we cannot get along without Him. All we do 
will be for our own good both temporally and spiritually 
now in this present life, and yet He has promised us such 
a magnificent prize in the world to come. 

We have read for a lesson a portion of Ezekiel 33. In 
this chapter Ezekiel speaks of sounding the trumpet of 
the Lord. The trumpet is a fitting symbol for the ringing 
call of the voice of God as spoken through the medium of 
the prophets, Jesus and the apostles, and recorded for 
us in the Bible. There is nothing vacillating or uncertain 
about this voice. The Word of God to us is not “yea and 
nay,” but “yea” and “Amen,” said the apostle Paul. 
Again: “If the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who 
shall prepare himse'f to the battle?” (I Cor. 14:8). If 
the prophets spoke cone way, the apostles another, and 
Jesus Himself still another, one could not know what 
to believe. But they all speak the same, and with author- 
ity. God’s Word is a trumpet: it speaks clearly, distinctly, 
commandingly, leaving no room for doubt. The Bible is 
not a Book that asks of us a cowardly defense, but it 
speaks plainly and with undisputed authority. 

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trum- 
pet, and show my people their transgression, and the 
house of Jacob their sins,” was the Lord’s command to 
the astute Isaiah (58:1), and it is the right course for 
us to take today. If sin is to be corrected, it must first 
be recognized. Recognition of our individual failings is 
difficult, for “every way of a man is right in his own 
eyes” (Prov. 21:2). Therefore the Almighty foreknew 
that drastic measures would be necessary to reveal to man 
the error of his ways. The facts could not be merely 
hinted, or tacitly implied. They must be sounded in the 
ears of the transgressor as the blast of a trumpet. Let 
me quote again Isaiah’s words, “Lift up thy voice like 
a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, 
and the house of Jacob their sins.”” We must be prepared 
to play the whole score of the “Lord’s song in a strange 
land” (Ps. 137: 4). 

Christ gave many practical demonstrations of how 
the trumpet of the Lord should be used. One example 
is recorded in Luke 18. “There were present at that 
season some that told him of the Galileans, whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus 
answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Gali- 
leans were sinners above all the Galileans, because they 
suffered such things? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye 


repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or those eighteen 
upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, 
think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt 
in Jerusalem? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye 
shall ali likewise perish.” Evidently the conversation had 
focused upon the atrocious crimes and resulting judg- 
ments upon two certain bad groups of men. But Jesus 
shifted the focal point with His characteristic swiftness 
and, speaking with trumpetlike clarity, said, “Except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” When our Lord uttered 
that hard saying no one present thought it resembled a 
flutelike warble; it was then, as it remains today, an 
unequivocal trumpet call. 

Jesus’ teachings did not appeal to the masses. They 
were “astonished at His doctrine, for He taught them as 
one having authority, and not as the scribes.” 


Hearing the Facts Often Hurts 


In the world of economics today, according to the old 
standards, credit buying and the assuming of debt, both 
public and private, have gotten out of hand. A few of the 
old-school economists speak out with vigor against the 
unsound practices of the merchandisers of today, yet the 
rank and file of the people give no serious thought to it 
or even care to hear the facts. One writer said of the 
apathetic public: “Their favorite music consists of slum- 
ber songs, and when ‘the dawn comes up like thunder,’ 
their dreams are rudely interrupted by the inexorable 
demands of a new day which they are unprepared to 
meet.” 

This same indifference plagues people in matters of 
religion. The trumpet of the Lord sounds forth in force- 
ful tones and direct. It demands a thorough cleansing of 
the heart and soul. It pictures a narrow, difficult way 
leading to life, with comparatively few travelers. The 
trumpet of the Lord declares: “Wash you, make you 
ciean; put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well.” “O Jeru- 
salem, wash thine heart from wickedness, that thou 
mayest be saved. How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge 
within thee?” “The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the 
one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would” (Isa. 1:16; Jer. 4:14; Gal. 5:17). 

The trumpet of the Lord demands that we work out 
our own salvation with fear and trembling. Such a pro- 
gram is too strenuous to appeal to the average person, 
hence the majority prefer the painless and easy way to 
salvation prescribed by a large segment of the religious 
world, salvation through substitution. Typical of this 
belief are the lines of the old familiar hymn: 


“Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain: 
He washed it white as snow.” 
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With such “slumber songs” sounding soothingly in 
their ears they are kept in such a stupor that they give 
no thought to the demands of the new day which will 
dawn at Christ’s coming, and when that day arrives 
they will be totally unprepared to meet its demands for 
holiness, righteousness and moral perfection. 


Few Today Will Listen to the Trumpet Call 


The divine forecast for these last days is that few will 
listen to the piercing call of the trumpet of the Lord. 
Noah, the preacher of righteousness and builder of the 
ark, spent many years preaching to the antediluvian 
world, warning them of the flood that was to inundate 
that portion of the globe. Yet they were not prepared 
for that drastic change when it arrived. They persisted 
in listening to the slumber songs of Noah’s critics, sur- 
rendering to the easy approach that as things were, so 
they would remain, and no flood was coming. 

And at the present time, in fulfillment of Peter’s 
prophecy, the indolent covenant-makers are saying: 
“Where is the promise of his [the Lord’s] coming? for 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation” (II Pet. 3: 4). 
Jesus knew that only few would be listening to the call 
at the time of His second coming. He asked: “Never- 
theless, when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith 
on the earth?” He said again: “As it was in the days of 
Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. 
They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were 
given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into 
the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all. Like- 
wise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; 
but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained 
fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 
Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is 
revealed” (Luke 17: 26-30). The sound of the trumpet 
of the Lord was not popular then, nor is it popular now. 
Again Jesus said: “Watch ye therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the 
Son of man” (Luke 21:36). Yet people in general do 
not give the future a serious thought. 


The Trumpet Calls Especially to the World of Believers 


During the days of the patriarchs the trumpet began 
sounding. Adam was the first man to hear the trumpet. 
He was called from the darkness and superstitution of 
that “world of the ancients” into the service of the Eter- 
nal. Abel, Enoch, Abraham and others listened to the 
sound of the Lord’s trumpet. These early servants of 
God also were exposed to the drugging effects of the 
slumber songs. The world of the ungodly in Noah’s time 
kept singing the slumber song: “There will be no flood. 
God will not destroy that which He has created with 
His own hands.” The slumber song had taken such an 
effect in the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah that 
when Lot, upon being informed by the angel of the 
impending destruction, pleaded with his sons-in-law to 
escape from the doomed city, his words seemed to them 
like idle tales. 

During succeeding centuries the trumpet was sounded 
persistently by the prophets, Jesus and the apostles, but 
the listeners were always few and those who were alerted 
to action were still fewer. After the close of the Apos- 


tolic Age the trumpet continued to sound, but with ever 
diminishing volume, until during the seventh century, 
it was completely silenced. No one would listen. Then fol- 
lowed the long dark night of the Apostasy when not a 
man on earth possessed a knowledge of the saving truth; 
all mankind were turned away from the truth to fables 
(II Tim. 4:3, 4). In Matthew 25, Jesus foretold this 
night of darkness by a parable of ten virgins going out 
to meet the bridegroom: while He tarried they all slum- 
bered and slept, foreshowing that during this time none 
would listen to the trumpet of the Lord. The slumber 
songs were so effective that all mankind were lulled into 
an all-pervading stupor. 

But Jesus also foretold an awakening. At “midnight” 
a cry would be sounded, apprising the sleepers of the 
demands of the approaching day: ‘Behold, the bride- 
groom cometh, go ye out to meet him.” At this point the 
trumpet of the Lord began sounding again and it is 
sounding today. But as in all ages, the masses prefer the 
slumber songs. Parallel to their demand in Isaiah’s day, 
they “say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, 
Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth 
things, prophesy deceits.” Regardless of this desire of 
the majority to be deluded, all alert life-seekers are deter- 
mined to know the true facts about themselves; they are 
straining their ears to catch the commanding voice of 
the Lord’s trumpet. 


The Two Songs Contrasted 


The trumpet of the Lord commands: “Cease from 
anger, and forsake wrath” (Ps. 37:8). “Let all bitter- 
ness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speak- 
ing, be put away from you, with all malice” (Eph. 4:31). 
The suave voice of the slumber song singer says: “Why 
make yourself so much trouble? Oh, do not let anyone 
make you believe that you will be condemned at Judgment 
Day merely because you occasionally lose your temper. 
Why, they say, a man who could not get good and angry 
when occasion seems to demand it lacks individuality. 
Some situations are so provoking that even an angel 
would lose his temper. 

Again, the trumpet of the Lord demands that we speak 
the truth every man to his neighbor. “Lie not one to 
another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with 
his deeds” (Col. 3:9). The slumber song says, No, God 
will never condemn you because you stretch the facts 
a little now and then. No story is worth repeating unless 
colored a little to show individual preference. And if 
you are a merchant you have to boost your merchandise 
to stay in business. Of course you should refrain from 
telling any black lies. But the trumpet of the Lord says, 
speak the truth every man to his neighbor. 

The trumpet of the Lord speaks out plainly on speech 
control, warns against indiscriminate use of the tongue. 
“Jesting,” “foolish talking,” are listed among the evils 
that will “bring down the wrath of God upon the children 
of disobedience.” The command is: “Let your speech be 
always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know 
how ye ought to answer every man” (Col. 4:6). But the 
slumber song says: Your tongue is your own, just use 
it in any way that appeals to you. If you are clever 
enough to employ quips that will amuse your listeners, 
why not do it? 

Gossip is a type of misbehavior indulged in by many 
people. The slumber song excuses it as a harmless form 
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of entertainment. The Word of God condemns it unre- 
servedly. “Thou shalt not go up and down as a tale- 
bearer among thy people” (Lev. 19:16). The slumber 
song permits one to hate his brother in his heart so long 
as he doesn’t do anything to harm him openly, and pro- 
fessing Christians may carry a grudge against someone 
during most of their lives without ever being once told 
that such hatred is “murder” in God’s sight. 

But the trumpet of the Lord says, “Whosoever hateth 
his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no mur- 
derer hath eternal life abiding in him” (I John 3:15). 

We should not deceive ourselves by believing that to 
resist the sound of the slumber song is easy, for it is 
not. The voice condoning any type of behavior that we 
may choose for ourselves is right within us. “Every way 
of a man is right in his own eyes” (Prov. 21: 2). Hence, 
superclear perception is needed to see our ways as God 
sees them. To resort to self-justification is as natural as 
to breathe. Self-condemnation is a virtue that must be 
acquired, and at great cost in humility and self-efface- 
ment. 

In the fable of the Mariners and the Siren Island, 
the voice of the sirens was so intriguing that it was next 
to impossible for the mariners to sail past without land- 
ing on the island. Once landed, these fabulous creatures 
would cause their destruction. One sea captain, deter- 
mined to sail past, plugged the sailors’ ears with cotton 
batting, then tied himself to the mast. In that way he got 
past the island. So to make ourselves safe from the beguil- 
ing sound of the slumber song we may have to plug our 
ears with batting and lash ourselves to the mast. But 
whatever the process, the end will more than justify 
the means. 


Ezekiel the Master Trumpeter 


We will now turn to Ezekiel 33 and hear the voice of 
the Lord in place of slumber songs that lull the listener 
into a deceitful sleep. “Again the Word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying, Son of man, speak to the children of thy 
people, and say unto them, When I bring the sword upon 
a land, if the people of the land take a man of their 
coasts, and set him for their watchman: if when he seeth 
the sword come upon the land, he blow the trumpet, and 
warn the people’—ch, no one is excused, we are all 
watchman to warn each other. If we blow the trumpet, 
and warn the people, “then whosoever heareth the sound 
of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if the sword 
come, and take him away, his blood shall be upon his 
own head.” Many times the trumpet has been blown in 
our ears and we have turned deaf ears. 

The Prophet then continues to speak in reference to 
the man who has been warned: “He heard the sound of 
the trumpet, and took not warning; his blood shall be 
upon him. But he that taketh warning shall deliver his 
soul” (v. 5). If only we will listen to the trumpet, a trum- 
pet that does not give an uncertain sound, and take warn- 
ing, we shall save our lives. “But if the watchman see 
the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people 
be not warned; if the sword come and take any person 
from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity, but 
his blood will I require at the watchman’s hand” (v. 6). 
Two are found guilty; the watchman who failed to blow 
the trumpet, and the wicked who failed to turn from his 
wicked way. We have all to warn ourselves first, blow 
the trumpet to ourselves and then warn others, not sing 





slumber songs. And to tell one: That is a minor thing. 
Go along and do as you please, you are not so bad, it 
is not such a bad thing to get angry and impatient, is but 
the tune of the slumber-song. 

The trumpet of the Lord says, “Cease from anger, and 
forsake wrath”; “let patience have her perfect work.” 
What a different sound! 

Ezekiel now receives a special assignment from the 
Eiernal: “So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watch- 
man unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear 
the word at my mouth, and warn them from me. When I 
say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; 
if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, 
that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood 
will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the 
wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn 
from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast 
delivered thy soul” (vs. 7—9). If you give the warning, 
sound the alarm, “cry aloud and spare not,” then you have 
delivered your soul. 


The Defeatist’s Slumber Song 


In verse 10 we are given another version of the slum- 
ber song, defeatism. Notice what the people were saying 
to Ezekiel in that day: “If our transgressions and our 
sins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how should 
we then live?” People who say this surrender to the 
defeatist’s doleful lament: “I can’t, the work cannot be 
done.” They lack will power, without which the ablest 
man is no better than a jelly fish. They say, we cannot 
get rid of sin and iniquity, so we might as well not try 
We cannot cease getting angry; we cannot put away dis- 
honesty ; surrendering pride takes too much effort, causes 
too much pain; we cannot live a clean moral life, we are 
powerless to control our thoughts and emotions. “If our 
transgressions and our sins be upon us and we pine away 
in them, how should we then live?” My, that is the cry 
of the sluggard, not the cry of a true soldier, never. A 
true soldier has courage, is on watch and guard, and 
always lives as God directs. 

Further, in verse 11 we read, “Say unto them, As I 
live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his ways 
and live’—what a just God! His voice sounds across 
the centuries, “Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for 
why will ye die, O house of Israel? Therefore, thou son 
of man, say unto the children of thy people, The right- 
eousness of the righteous shall not deliver him in the day 
of his transgression.” Do not say, “My, I have accom- 
plished some great things, I have kept God’s law,” if the 
truth is that you turn away from keeping it. “The right- 
eousness of the righteous shall not deliver him in the 
day of his transgression: as for the wickedness of the 
wicked, he shall not fall thereby in the day that he 
turneth from his wickedness” (v. 12). What a just, right- 
eous God! If you turn from your righteousness you will 
not be spared; and if you turn from your wickedness you 
will not suffer for your past sins—‘“neither shall the 
righteous be able to live for his righteousness in the day 
that he sinneth.” 

When we turn from the right way our work that we 
have done will not be credited to us toward eternal life, 
our evil will bring death. Also, “When I shall say to 
the righteous, that he shall surely live; if he trust to his 
own righteousness, and commit iniquity, all his right- 
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eousness shall not be remembered; but for his iniquity 
that he hath committed, he shall die for it.” If he has 
turned from his right doing and transgressed, he shall 
die for the iniquity. “Again, when I say unto the wicked, 
Thou shalt surely die” (v. 14). God says to all of us, if 
wicked you shall surely die. But if he turn from his sin 
and cease to commit iniquity “none of his sins that he 
hath committed shall be mentioned unto him.” I think 
that is a most merciful provision, “none of his sins that 
he hath committed shall be mentioned unto him: he hath 
done that which is lawful and right; he shall surely live.” 
Then he says, “O ye house of Israel, I will judge you 
every one after his ways.” Our sins will not be mentioned 
in that day if we turn from them. God has always had a 
just plan to determine merit. If we do not turn from our 
evil ways, from anger, impatience, our jealous ways, 
and selfish ways, we shall die for it. People think “I am 
not selfish.” I would like to see a man or woman who has 
not been selfish on something. The day was when we 
thought we were free from these human perversions, 
but when we turned the search-light of truth on we saw 
ourselves. We have all been selfish and need to watch. 

Now is the time to forsake our evil ways. “Can the 
Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then 
may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.” That 
is why we need the trumpet of the Lord to wake us up. 


The Trumpet Call at Christ's Coming 


During all the years prior to the second coming of 
Christ the trumpet of the Lord has sounded only to the 
few striving to become a part of His Bride or Church. 
No others would listen. After Christ returns the situation 
will be reversed: He then will call to all mankind. God 
is silent now, has been silent for some nineteen hundred 
years. During all these years no man has heard one word 
from God, no one has seen an angel or witnessed a single 
miracle such as Jesus performed. We have not seen the 
dead raised, the eyes of the blind opened, or the ampu- 
tated limb restored, and no judgments have been visited 
on ungodly men and nations. But at Christ’s second com- 
ing that silence will be broken; the trumpet will be heard 
the world over. Paul said: “For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God” (I Thess. 4: 16). 
Then the proclamation of Isaiah 18:3 will go forth: “All 
ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth, 
see ye, when he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains; 
and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye.” And Rev. 14:7 
reveals the nature of that trumpet’s demands: “Fear God, 
and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is 
come.” 

During all the years that God has worked with man- 
kind up to Christ’s second coming men have been allowed 
their free moral agency, complete choice of action. They 
could listen to and obey the sound of the trumpet or they 
could refuse to listen. There has been no coercion. But 
the tables are to turn. No longer can men stoutly refuse 
to listen to the voice of God without suffering the conse- 
quences. The prophet Isaiah sounds the edict “for when 
thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteousness” (ch. 26:9), and pro- 
jects the ultimatum: “For the nation and the kingdom 
that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations 
shall be utterly wasted” (ch. 60: 12). 

The grand trumpet of Jehovah is sounding in our ears. 


Let us take heed. Get down into the depths of your heart, 
not just scan the surface. Awake! do not be deaf. He 
that hath an ear to hear let him hear, said Jesus. How 
many times He repeats those words over. So you will 
watch if you want life. 

Tomorrow you will watch how you spend your time, 
what you are thinking about. If you think right you will 
be right. When the shades of the evening come you will 
be able to look back over a clean day. Just get your mind 
on the truth and you will conquer these old traits, you 
will be able to rule one individual. Anyone who does not 
want to listen to the trumpet of the Lord does not have 
to. But the grand future can be ours if we heed its 
warnings. 





plined force, but it is a means of bringing our 

powers to the very highest development. Two great 
military leaders illustrate this point. Napoleon was the 
highest type of the aggressive soldier. He carried every- 
thing by rapid, concentrated movements. Glory was his 
key word, and for a long time he swept everything before 
him. 

But there was coming on a man with another word and 
other tactics. He was Sir Arthur Wellesley, later the 
Duke of Wellington. His word was duty, and his tactics 
were to cautiously make his advances, take up strong 
positions, and act on the defensive. 

He gave Napoleon more than enough in the Peninsular 
Campaign. It was hammer and anvil, and the hammer 
got the worst of it. But the climax came at Waterloo. 
There glory met duty and fury measured its strength 
with endurance. Glory faded and fury rolled back like 
a wave of the sea. At the very climax of the battle the 
“Tron Duke” rode into the thick of it when Napoleon’s 
Old Guards were bearing down on the British line like a 
wave of fire, and with his hat waving over his head said, 
“My men, victory is for them who hold out the longest!” 

To continue in well doing is what counts says one who 
endured the loss of all things in order that he might win 
Christ. For worldly fame and distinction men will suffer 
hardships and privation only to find they have been pur- 
suing a phantom, a bubble that bursts ere their hands 
reach out to grasp it. “Now they do it,” says Paul, “to 
obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible”; 
and only those who endure unto the end will be saved. 


FF nine fore is not only a manifestation of disci- 





HOUSE OF LIFE 


I am building my house of life— 
I am laying it stone by stone, 

With faith for the sure foundation 
Of this house my heart would own. 


By night the star of hope 
Is a beacon for my eyes, 
Above me the radiant gleam 
Of the star of hope in the skies. 


Love and good will are my tools, 
And they never are dulled by strife; 

With love and good will for men 

I am building my house of life. 
—Selected. 
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The Maranatha Message 


ARANATHA! Oh that the wonderful significance, 
M the comprehensive majesty of this God-spoken 
Word would arouse us that we would shake our- 
selves from slumber and put on the strength of right- 
eousness, our beautiful garments. Then, when this Word 
is fulfilled, we might go forth with the Lord, conquering 
and to conquer the hosts of sin and bring blessings to 
this troubled world. Then will the mountains spring forth 
into singing and the trees of the field clap their hands. 
Then will this sin-ridden earth arise and shine, her 
light being come, the glory of the Lord being risen upon 
it. 

One cannot do the world’s work but one can do one’s 
own work. We may not be able now to turn the world 
from its iniquity but we can, at least, keep the dust and 
rust from collecting on our own souls. 

We are directly and actively engaged in fighting the 
battle against sin when we contend with self and we 
should sharpen our weapons to strike an effective blow 
in the hour when the enemy starts action. We also, like 
the Good Samaritan, will, with the Word of Truth, 
staunch the blood of him who has been wounded in the 
fray, bear a cup of cold water to the thirsty and fainting 
and by the power of His truth, restore those who have 
been overcome. 

We should gain from the past and present, stores of 
wisdom so that when any future emergency demands it, 
we can handle the situation successfully as God would 
have us. Let ours be the Christlike aim to know; the 
Christlike power to do, looking for, and hasting unto the 
coming of the day of the Lord. We should be, every mo- 
ment, forming habits of diligence, endurance, sobriety, 
unselfishness, watchfulness, holiness which will now and 
in that final day of reckoning, stand one in good stead. 

We should train ourselves to right thinking and right 
acting, that uprightness shall be our nature, truth our 
impulse. His head is seldom far from wrong whose heart 
is always right. 

We respect mental greatness, intellectual strength and 
they are divine gifts but moral] rectitude is stronger than 
they. It is irresistible, always in the end, triumphant. 

‘There is, in goodness, true goodness, a penetrative 
power that nothing can withstand. Cunning and malice 
meit away before its mild, open, steady gaze. Wherever 
and whenever one meets the old man, consider the prize 
to be won, the goal to be attained and remember the 
Prophet assures us that “the righteous also shall hold on 
his way and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger 
and stronger.” All greatness and all glory, all that heaven 
can proffer lies within the reach of the lowliest as well 
as the highest. He that spake as never man spake has 
declared—the rich, the learned and the _ talented 
of life? No! No! Rather he “that overcometh and keepeth 
my works unto the end, to him will I give power over 
che nations.” “He shall inherit all things.” “I will be his 
God and he shall be my son.” 

Offered such an inheritance, will we wantonly cast it 
aside? With such a goal in prospect, will we suffer our- 
selves to be turned aside by the sheen and shimmer of tin- 
sel fruit? With the blessing of Truth in possession and 
the whole world in reversion, will we go sorrowing and 
downcast because here and there, a pearl or ruby fails 


us? Nay! Nay! Rather, forgetting the things which are 
behind and reaching forth unto the things which are 
before, press forward! 

Discontent and murmuring are insidous foes. Trample 
them under your feet. Utter no complaint whatever 
betide; for complaining is a sign of weakness. 

If your trouble can be helped, help it; if not, bear it. 

There has no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man. As your days may demand, so shall your 
strength ever be. 

As we go through the valley of refreshing, worry and 
fret not over stocks and lands but give first thought to 
bonds and deeds, fraternal and eternal. Charity is the 
bond of perfectness whose dividends are sure and deeds 
of righteousness secure for us an eternal inheritance 
in the kingdom of God. Compass truth, since through 
truth alone is victory. Gather stones of patient endurance 
in well doing. On the heaped up ruins of our past, we can 
rear a stately palace whose top shall reach unto heaven, 
whose beauty shall gladden the eyes of all beholders, 
whose doors shall stand wide open to receive blessings 
and to send forth messengers of heavenly service through- 
out eternity. 

Life can be a burden or an opportunity to immortality. 
What we make of it, it will be to us, whether a millstone 
about our neck or a diadem upon our brow. 

Take it up bravely, bear it on joyfully, lay it down tri- 
umphantly for MARANATHA! (“The Lord is coming!’”’) 


othe. 
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There’s No Such Word As Fail 


The proudest motto for the young! 
Write it in lines of gold 

Upon thy heart, and in thy mind 
The stirring words enfold. 

And in misfortune’s dreary hour, 
Or fortune’s prosperous gale, 
’Twill have a holy, cheering power, 
“There’s no such word as fail.” 


The wily statesman bends his knee 
Before fame’s glittering shrine, 

And would an humble suppliant be 
To Genius so divine. 

Yet though his progress is full slow, 
And enemies may rail, 

He thinks at last the world to show 
“There’s no such word as fail.” 


The soldier on the battle-plain, 
When thirsting to be free, 

And throw aside a tyrant’s chain, 
Says “on for liberty!” 

Our households, and our native land! 
We must, we will, prevail! 

Then foot to foot and hand to hand, 
“There’s no such word as fail!” 


The child of God, though oft beset 
By foes without—within, 

These precious words will ne’er forget 
Amid their dreadful din; 

But upward looks with eye of faith, 
Arm’d with the Christian mail; 

And in the hottest conflict saith 
“THERE'S NO SUCH WORD AS FAIL!” 
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Give Thanks For Trials 


HE MONTH of November brings us under renewed 
"[ obisation to render thanks to the Almighty for 

every good and perfect gift. Thanksgiving provides 
us with a theme which must be ever paramount in our 
lives; but, like every other virtue, it will not thrive with- 
out cultivation. 

The apostle Paul said, “In everything give thanks.” 
There can be no exception to the rule. Every phase of our 
lives must necessarily be productive of deep, heartfelt 
gratitude to God. And since unthankfulness is the trend 
of the times, a special weakness among the Gentiles of 
the latter days (II Tim. 3:1—5), we must labor the 
more earnestly to resist the contaminating influence and 
“in everything give thanks.” 

Our object today is to broaden our scope for thanks- 
giving, and so we are not so much concerned with the 
pleasant and agreeable happenings of life for which 
thanksgiving should be spontaneous. Instead, we shall 
examine life’s difficult ways where in reality God’s good- 
ness to His children is the more richly displayed. So— 
“Down to the weekday valleys we go and meet the things 
that vex us so.” 

Perhaps it may be someone whose manner annoys and 
troubles us. Give thanks! It is our greatest blessing! Let 
us realize that this strong irritation is the best-shaped 
tool in the Father’s hand to chisel us for eternity. Then 
our adversary will become our auxiliary, an instrument 
to ripen our wisdom, to deepen our peace, to augment the 
power of truth in our lives. We shall find ourselves 
inwardly thanking God for the blessings which this 
troublesome situation has brought to our lives. 

If we resign ourselves to His dictation, then we will 
cheerfully and thankfully accept everything that comes 
from God for do we not read in I Pet. 4: 12, 13: “Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is 
to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto 
you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings ; that, when his glory shall be revealed, 
ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.” It is not enough 
for us to patiently submit but we must wrest a thankful 
attitude out of each trial that presents itself. James 
exhorts us to “let patience have her perfect work.” What- 
ever may be the patience test, let us perfect that virtue at 
any cost. To some the test may be their children. To use 
always a calm yet firm voice in correcting children, will 
come only by constant practice. No matter how exasper- 
ating, how slow to respond, or how disobedient the child 
may be, it will not make the correction any more effective 
to lose the temper. If there is a reason for being patient 
(and there surely is), then there is just as much reason 
for our being thankful. Do we feel a glow of accomplish- 
ment when we have stood the test and come forth a con- 
queror over our feelings? Then let us also accompany 
this satisfaction with a hymn of praise and thanksgiving 
to the Eternal that He has suffered us time and oppor- 
tunity to begin to practice patience to perfection. 

Thus it is with every disagreeable circumstance of life. 
No matter where we are situated, in a palace or a cottage, 
in a house with many others, or by ourselves, in the 
North, or in the South, we shall be given special oppor- 
tunities to find the Lord’s particular disciplinary pro- 
vision for us. 


We have the promise that “all things work together 
for good to them that love God” (Rom. 8: 28). How wide 
is this assertion of the apostle Paul’s! He does not say, 
‘We know that some things,” or “most things,” or “joy- 
ous things,” but “all things.” From the minutest to the 
most momentous, from the humblest event of everyday 
life to the great crisis hours. 

Is it not a wonderful consolation to know that as we 
are striving to walk with the Lord, the trials He sends 
are for our discipline, our purification? The Almighty 
wishes to fit us for eternity! Knowing this, should it 
not cause us to be filled with gratitude? Under the tute- 
lage of His all-wise Hand, we may in time become a 
vessel unto honor, sanctified and meet for His use. Listen 
to the words of the Wise Man: “My son, spurn not the 
Eternal’s schooling, never be weary of His discipline; 
his discipline is for the man he loves; he chastens any 
son whom he delights in.” 

With this new viewpoint concerning our trials, surely 
we can greet them with “pure joy,” and give thanks for 
the opportunity for spiritual advancement which they 
bring. We shall draw strength from all that comes to us 
and turn everything to our salvation, transfiguring all 
foes to friends, so that at last we can say, “My temptation 
has become my strength!” 


s * * s o * s J 


Myself 


I have to live with myself, and so 

I want to be fit for myself to know, 

1 want to be able, as days go by, 

Always to look myself straight in the eye; 

I don't want to stand, with the setting sun, 

And hate myself for the things I have done. 


I don’t want to keep on a closet shelf 

A lot of secrets about myself, 

And fool myself, as I come and go, 

Into thinking that nobody else will know 
The kind of a man I really am; 

I don’t want to dress up myself in sham. 


I want to go out with my head erect, 

I want to deserve all men’s good respect; 

But here in the struggle for fame and pelf 

I want to be able to like myself. 

I don’t want to look at myself and know 
That I'm bluster and bluff and empty show. 


I can never hide myself from me; 

I see what others may never see; 

I know what others may never know, 
I never can fool myself, and so, 
Whatever happens, I want to be 
Self-respecting and conscience free. 


May we strive, more and more, especially so as we see 
the Day so near, to hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
and we shall be named among the humble ones, the chil- 
dren of God. What a wonderful, vast inheritance is ours. 
Ve cannot grasp its immensity, but we do believe it can 
be ours, if we just simply do as God requires us to do. 
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NE OF THE greatest and most deceptive passions 
C) now sweeping the world is the passion for security 

—for safety. Serious-minded men the world over 
are alarmed over the possibilities of their own achieve- 
ments. 

They are frightened by the obvious threats to all they 
have prized and treasured most; worried and perplexed 
beyond measure by the instability of all that they have 
thought secure. 

Survival, security and durable peace are the things 
men and nations are eagerly groping for today. 

Millions of men sacrifice to insure their lives and their 
property, demand old age pensions, security against 
unemployment, ease during illness; all these devices are 
well enough if a man does not really put his trust in them. 
For there is after all no real security in this world; the 
plans of man have all proven to be insecure. Praiseworthy 
progress may seem to be made, but death steps in and 
intercepts all of man’s wisdom, and upsets all his well 
laid plans. 

In the sixth chapter of Matthew is a familiar passage 
of Scripture from the lips of our Master, pointing out a 
way to security. 

Familiar as it is, I venture to quote it at length, because 
the modern translation makes some of the points clearer 
than they are in the King James Version which most of 
us know best. ‘“‘No man can be the bond servant of two 
masters; for either he will dislike one and like the other, 
or he will attach himself to one and think slightingly of 
the other. You cannot be the bond servants both of God 
and of gold. 

“For this reason I charge you not to be over anxious 
about your lives, inquiring what you are to eat, or what 
you are to drink, nor yet about your bodies, inquiring 
what clothes you are to put on. Is not the life more pre- 
cious than its food, and the body than its clothing? Look 
at the birds which fly in the air: they do not sow or 
reap or store up in barns, but your Heavenly Father 
feeds them; are you not of much greater value than they? 
Which of you by being overanxious can add a single foot 
to his height? And why be anxious about clothing? Learn 
a lesson of the wild lilies, Watch their growth. They 
neither toil nor spin, and yet I tell you Solomon in all 
his magnificence could not array himself like one of 
these. And yet, if God so clothes the wild herbage which 
today flourishes and tomorrow is cast into the oven, is 
it not much more certain that he will clothe you, you men 
of little faith? Do not even begin to be anxious, therefore, 
saying, What shall we eat? or what shall we drink? or 
what shall we wear? For all these are questions that 
Gentiles are always asking: but your Heavenly Father 
knows that you need these things—all of them. But make 
his Kingdom and righteousness your chief aim, and then 
these things shall be given you in addition. 

“Do not be overanxious, therefore, about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will bring its own cares. Enough for each day 
are its own troubles.” 

These words of Jesus are a challenge to bind on the 
shield of faith, and never again allow a doubt to linger, 
or entertain a fear of being left without means, if we 


are earnestly seeking first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness. 

How many times we have been fools and slow of heart 
to believe that what He has promised He is able to per- 
form; when all about us we see the evidence of His wis- 
dom and power. We have only to lift up our eyes on high 
and behold the glorious worlds in the immensity of space, 
filled with unnumbered hosts ascribing praise and thanks- 
giving and glory to the Giver of all good. 

He who can regulate the whole solar system, holding 
billions of worlds in place; such a mighty Creator will 
be able to fulfill His promises and we are told He will 
“do exceeding abundantly above all we can ask or think.” 

If we are seeking a security that none can take away, 
then we must look to the One who holds the destiny of 
the nations in His hands. 

We must develop a faith that needs no further evi- 
dence than God’s Word. And there is a text that will cast 
all the doubts out of one’s heart, if it be received and 
acted on in childlike faith. It is in Heb. 13:5, 6, “Be 
content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may 
boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what 
man shall do unto me.” Survival, security, peace, and 
an endless life in glory, will be the portion of those who 
can say with the Prophet,—‘“I will trust, and not be 
afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my strength” (Isa. 12: 2). 





Sow a thought and you'll reap an act, 
Sow an act and you’ll reap a habit, 

Sow a habit and you’ll reap a character, 
Sow a character and you'll reap a destiny. 





There is a FOUR WORD recipe for success that 
applies equally well to organizations or individuals— 
MAKE YOURSELF MORE USEFUL. 


OBITUARY 


Once more we pause to record the sad visitation of the 
Grim Reaper; this time its victim cut down in the prime 
of life, and that by that most insidious of human illnesses 
—eancer. Mrs. Emma Stroh of Scottsbluff, Nebraska, 
succumbed to the dread malady suddenly on Nov. 12, 1959 
at Dallas, Texas where she had been flown in search of 
relief, 

A party of missionaries from our Rochester Church 
journeyed to Scottsbluff late in October to visit with our 
sister, in an effort to offer comfort and encouragement 
during her trying ordeal. She and her family expressed 
sincere gratitude for their efforts. 

Sister Stroh is survived by a sorrowing husband and 
daughter: Emil J. Stroh, and Rose Ann Stroh. Funeral 
services were conducted at the Read Maser Funeral 
Home, Scottsbluff. Interment at Fairview Cemetery. 

To the bereaved we offer of His Word who is the 
Giver of all life, whose promises are worthy of our great- 
est efforts to merit. “And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed away.” 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Prove all things: hold fast that which is good” (1 Thess. 
5: 21). 


This short text is a bit of simple, straightforward, un- 
equivocal advice with which no sensible person could pos- 
sibly find fault. All will agree at once that which defies 
proof is untrustworthy and not to be taken seriously. Yet 
while this principle is universally accepted and practiced 
in the world of science and mechanics, it is rarely fol- 
lowed in religion, a field in which proof is all-important 
because we are dealing with eternal things and our fu- 
ture life and happiness are at stake. Many a hard-headed 
man who demands unmistakable physical proof for every 
scientific principle or business proposition, reveals his 
“soft” side by accepting without question religious creeds 
and dogmas received by tradition from their forefathers, 
theories of no merit, utterly unprovable, even absurd, 
lacking the support of reason or good logic. A world 
famous clergyman once stated that “that which comforts 
us must be accepted as truth, even though it cannot be 
sustained by any direct line of evidence.” 

Truth—real, saving truth in religion—is absolute; 
there are no gradations in its nature. As a rifle instructor 
told his class of Marines on a Pacific Coast range, “You 
are either right or you are wrong; there is no such thing 
as being ‘about right’.” A principle half true, or three- 
fourths, or nine-tenths true, is as powerless to guide us 
to the eternal City of God as complete and palpable false- 
hood. One grain of poison renders the whole unfit for use. 
Truth is a unity, never divided or self-contradictory. Yet 
the religious world of today presents the sorry spectacle 
of hundreds of divisions, large and small, each claiming 
to be right yet disagreeing more or less with all others. 
This leads us to suspect, even to know, that some must 
be believing things which cannot be proved, and hence 
untrue. 

It is not difficult to arrive at exact truth in religion, if 
not influenced by early education and tradition. When 
we wish to prove or measure the size of an object, we 
employ various instruments of known accuracy. To prove 
its weight, we refer to a tested scale. So religious truth 
may and must be proved by comparison with a standard 
of known integrity. This standard is not the decision 
of human councils, nor the edict of the head of any reli- 
gious body. It is not found in the sum total of human ex- 
perience—still an unknown quantity to the wisest men of 
this world—nor in that logic which can prove black to be 
white and white black. 

The touch-stone of religious truth is the Bible, the in- 
spired Word of God. “To the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this word, it is because there 
is no light in them” (Isaiah 8:20). First of all we 
are to settle in our minds that the Book is a reliable 
guide, a thing which may be proved by a careful consid- 
eration of both the internal and external evidence. This 
investigation is invited by the Divine Author, who sur- 
rounds neither His word nor Himself with clouds and 


mystery and tabus. “Prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lord of hosts”; “ask me of things to come” (Mal. 3:10; 
Isa, 45:11). His works in the physical universe prove 
His existence and creative power, and the unique char- 
acter of His Book, its manner of composition, its perfect 
harmony, the lofty and entirely unhuman principles con- 
tained therein, in direct opposition to all the creeds and 
ideas of man, its preservation through the centuries 
when the powers of darkness seemed to have it at their 
mercy, and, greatest of all, its fulfilled prophecies, mark 
it as a work of much more than human origin. 

Having faith in the “law and the testimony,” we can 
proceed to test each idea or principle by comparing it 
with the standard. “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
try the spirits[or teachers] whether they are of God; be- 
cause many false prophets are gone out into the world” 
(I John 4:1). The conclusions, to be acceptable to sen- 
sible men and women, must of course be in harmony with 
reason, common sense and known facts. As a brief exam- 
ple of this testing process, we may consider the belief of 
practically the entire religious world that at death the 
souls of the righteous go to their reward in a place called 
Heaven. Comforting, perhaps, but what says the Word? 

“Whither I go, ye cannot come,” said Jesus to His dis- 
ciples, in John 13:33. To Nicodemus He said, “No man 
hath ascended up to heaven” (John 3:13). “Blessed are 
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth”’—a familiar 
Beatitude, and in harmony with the equally familiar 
Prayer, “Thy kingdom come; thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven.” The Biblical idea of a world-wide 
Kingdom on earth, not in the sky, in which the righteous 
shall dwell eternally under conditions of peace, prosper- 
ity and happiness, is capable of abundant proof, and is a 
solid and inspiring hope; while the theological vision of 
an immaterial soul flitting away to a nebulous, mystical, 
mythical heaven, “beyond the bounds of time and space,” 
is as unscriptural as it is incomprehensible. 

Again, the ferociously inhuman doctrine of eternal 
torment for the wicked in fire and brimstone is both un- 
provable and repugnant to all civilized human beings; 
while the Bible teaching that “the wages of sin is death” 
(Rom. 6: 23), that the wicked “shall be destroyed for 
ever” (Psalm 92:7), is as reasonable as it is comforting. 

And so we might go on, if time and space permitted, 
from one subject to another throughout the Word of God. 
It is this great contrast between the light and the dark- 
ness which makes the Bible such a fascinating study. And 
study it we must (II Tim, 2:15), if it is to be to us the 
power of God unto salvation (Rom 1:16). It is one 
thing for another to prove these things to us, but until 
we have followed the example of the noble Bereans and 
searched the Scriptures and seen the proof for ourselves, 
nothing can be an inducement to make the only wise 
choice, to “hold fast that which is good,” to live the holy 
life every day that will lead to the eternal life of the 
Kingdom. 

Even a proved, competent knowledge of the truth of 
the Scriptures is no advantage to us unless we are ac- 
tively following the commandments God has given for 
our guidance, for the Creator of all things has a work for 
us to do; and while His standards are exacting, the re- 
ward is great, “exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think.” “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him.” 





Questions and Answers 


In your issue of The MEGIDDO MESSAGE for July 11, 
1959, in answer to the question, ‘“We read in Luke 16: 16, 
‘The law and the prophets were until John: since that 
time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man 
presseth into it.’ Is this the law that was ‘nailed to the 
cross’ (Col. 2: 14? you state: ‘It is erroneously believed 
by many that all these laws were done away by Christ, 
nailed to the cross, as some express it. But only the sacri- 
fices and ceremonies, the observation of which could 
never give eternal life, were abolished, as having ful- 
filled their purpose; .. .’ How do you harmonize that 
statement with II Cor. 3: 6, where the fact is pin-pointed 
that it was the ‘ministration of death, written and 
engraven in stones,’ that passed away? Those words 
indicate the Ten Commandment Law itself, and not the 
supplementary ordinances regarding sacrifices and cere- 
monies.” 

Yes, we admit the foregoing answer needs clarification. 
As the original question was on Luke 16:16, “The law 
and the prophets were until John”: it was the thought of 
the permanency of the prophetic writings that influenced 
the answer. But there is a vast difference between the 
status of the Law and the words of the prophets. The 
Mosaic Law was temporary, “added” to the then existing 
law of faith, or revealed will of God, only “until the 
seed should come to whom the promise was made,” it 
was our “schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, 
we are no longer under a schoolmaster” (Gal. 3:19, 24, 
25). 

Hence the answer should be: we are no longer under 
the Ten Commandment Law or any of its ceremonies. 
However, the words of the prophets are still binding. As 
witnessed by Paul, they are a part of the foundation upon 
which Christ’s true church is built. He said: “Now 
therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, . . and are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone” (Eph. 2:19, 20). 





A subscriber living in Salem, Mass. has strong con- 
victions about the existence of an all-powerful evil factor 
which he associates with the Scriptural terms devil and 
Satan. He expresses his disagreement with our article 
in answer to the question: “Who was the anointed cherub 
of Ezekiel 28, who was upon the mountain of God?” 
(MEGIppOo MESSAGE, Oct. 17, 1959), by saying: “To the man 
who wrote this article, Questions and Answers, who 
insinuates there is no Devil: look up these Bible verses 
and see if you can find a flimsy answer to them to convince 
yourself there is no Devil.” He then proceeds to list some 
fifty Scripture citations which to him proves the exist- 
ence of an all-powerful devil. A number of his citations 
are irrelevant, and to cover the entire score would con- 
sume too much space to be practical. However, let us take 
an opinion poll of a cross section of the divine statements 
on the question of the devil. 

The terms “devil” and “Satan” occur repeatedly in the 
Bible, hence no one can deny the existence of real beings 
to whom these terms can apply. We should note that the 
devil of popular theology is a mysterious being, forever 
hiding in the shadows from us helpless mortals, doing 
his dastardly work behind the scenes, against our wills 
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influencing us for evil. It is not so with the devil of the 
Scriptures. In the days of the Patriarch Job, Satan came 
right out into the open. We read: “Now there was a day 
when the sons of God came to present themselves before 
the Lord, and Satan came also among them.” (Job 1: 6). 
He could walk and talk. The devil in Jesus’ day was one 
of His close associates, and it was a man. Jesus said of 
Judas: “Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is 
a devil?” (John 6:70). “One of you is a devil’—not a 
man possessed of the devil. 

In Ezekiel 28 the charge brought against the king of 
Tyrus is that he claimed to be “a God,” (not one word is 
said about his being a Devil or Satan, he was a man.) “Wilt 
thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, I am God? but 
thou shalt be a man, and no God, in the hand of him that 
slayeth thee” (v. 9). Isaiah 14 describes the dethroning 
of the king of Babylon as “Lucifer” falling from heaven. 
The words devil or Satan do not occur in the chapter, and 
verse 16 depicts Lucifer as a “man.” “They that see thee 
shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, 
Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did 
shake kingdoms?” 

When Peter opposed his Master as Jesus was informing 
His disciples of His approaching death, burial and resur- 
rection, Jesus said to him: “Get thee behind me, Satan: 
thou art an offense unto me: for thou savorest not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of men” (Matt. 
16: 23). Jesus made use of the right word in styling Peter 
a Satan. The word means an opposer, one in opposition 
to God, sin personified. Sin in any and all of its mani- 
festations is spoken of as the devil. When Jesus said to 
the crafty Pharisees who were trying to catch Him in His 
words: “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of 
your father ye will do,’ He was personifying an evil 
system. John spoke of this evil system when he said: “He 
that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth 
from the beginning” (I John 3:8). I Timothy 3:6 em- 
ploys “devil” in the same way. 

The serpent in the Garden of Eden, which many believe 
to be the devil or Satan, entices Eve to eat of the forbid- 
den fruit. But need it be a literal serpent? James 1:14 
reveals the source of all temptation: “But every man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed.” Every man is tempted when drawn away of his 
own lust, not some outside influence. And II Cor. 11:3 
shows that the serpent tempted Eve through his subtilty. 
Mental corruption stems from individual indolence, not 
from an outside source. 

Revelation 11 speaks of a war in heaven and of the 
devil being cast out. No man in his right mind could con- 
ceive of a rebellion and a war being tolerated in the 
heaven where God dwells. Revelation 17: 13, 14 lists this 
conf:ict as between the “beast”—the power of Rome— 
and the kings of the earth, and Christ and His army. 
Revelation 20: 2 reads, “And he laid hold on the dragon, 
that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound 
him a thousand years.” During the Millennial reign of 
Christ on earth the devil is to be bound, that is all evil 
suppressed. Isaiah pictures this arrangement: “And thine 
ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the 
way, wak ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and 
when ye turn to the left” (Isa. 30: 21). These Scriptural 
observations are not “flimsy,” but represent divinely 
supported precepts and principles of the Book of God. 
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Words of Wisdom 


Happy is the man whom Truth directly teaches, not by means of figures and 
passing sounds, but as it really is in itself. 

He who has but one aim, and refers all things to one principle, and views 
all things in one light is able to abide steadfast, and to rest in God. 

O God, of Truth, make me ever one with Thee in everlasting love! 

It is a weariness to me to read and to hear many things; in Thee is all I want 
and desire. 

Let all teachers be silent, and let the universe hold its peace in Thy Presence, 
and speak Thou to me. 

A pure, simple-minded, steadfast person is not distracted by the number of 
the things he has to do; because he does all for the glory of God, and is at rest 
in himself, and free from all self-seeking. 

A good and devout man first arranges in his own mind those duties which he 
has outwardly to perform; neither does he in the performance of them yield to 
the desires of a corrupt inclination, but regulates his actions by the dictates of 
the Word of life. 

Who has a sharper conflict than he who strives to conquer himself? 

This must be our business, to conquer one’s self, and to acquire more and more 
self-control daily, and to grow in virtue. 

All perfection in this world has some imperfection coupled with it; and none 
of our investigations are without some obscurity. 

A humble knowledge of yourself is a surer way to God than profound scientific 
research, 

Learning, however, when considered in itself, or knowledge upon any subject, 
is not to be disparaged, if it be for wholesome, strengthening of the mind. 

But what is meant is, that a good conscience and a virtuous life are always 
to be preferred to it. 

Many strive to become learned more than to become good; and the conse- 
quence is, they often go astray, and bring forth little or no results from their 
labours. 

Oh, if men were as diligent in uprooting vices and planting virtues as they 
are in starting questions, there would not be so may evils and scandals in the 
world as there are, nor so much laxness among religious persons. 

Certainly when the Day of Judgment comes, we shall not be asked how 
much we have read, but what we have done; not how well we have spoken, but 
how religiously we have lived. 

Where now are all those Doctors and Masters with whom men were well 
acquainted whilst they were alive, and flourished in their pursuits? 

In their lifetime they seemed to be something, but now they are swallowed up 
of eternal forgetfulness. 

Oh, how swiftly does this world’s glory pass away! Would that their lives were 
in accordance with their knowledge, then would they have read and studied to 
eternal purpose! 

How many in this world perish through vanity of learning, who care little for 
the service of God! 

And because they wish rather to be esteemed great than to become lowly, 
therefore they become vain in their imaginations. 

He is really great who is great in obedience and service to God. 

He is really great who is little in his own eyes, and cares not for the honour 
of high positions. 


He is really learned who does the Will of God, and forsakes his own will. 











